1. Introduction. Let U be the upper half plane. Let 2 be the set of quasiconformal self-mappings of U which leave 0, 1, and <*> fixed. The universal TeichmüUer space of Bers is the set T of mappings h: R->R which are boundary values of mappings in 2.
Let M be the open unit ball in L^U). For each JJL in ikf, let ƒ* be the unique mapping in 2 which satisfies the Beltrami equation (1) ƒ* = M/*.
We map M onto T by sending /x to the boundary mapping of ƒ". T is given the quotient topology induced by the L M topology on M. The right translations, of the form h->h o ho, are homeomorphisms of T. We shall also associate to each /x in M a function <£ M holomorphic in the lower half plane £/*. For each p, let W* be the unique quasiconformal mapping of the plane on itself which is conformai in [/*, satisfies (1) in 17, and leaves 0, 1, and <*> fixed. 0" is the Schwarzian derivative {w M , z) of # in E7*. By Nehari [3] , 4>* belongs to the Banach space B of holomorphic functions \f/ on U* which satisfy 
THEOREM 3. 0(T(G)) is an open subset of B(G).
Our purpose here is to give new, more elementary proofs of Theorems 2 and 3. In particular, we notice that Theorem 3 is a straightforward consequence of Theorems 1 and 2 and the lemma in the next section. 
The space D(G)
. For each Fuchsian group G, we denote by D(G) the set of h in T such that ho A o hr l is the boundary function of a conformai self-mapping of U for every Ain G. Clearly, T(G) is contained in D(G). LEMMA. 0(D(G)) = B(G)nA.
